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compelled him to cut and carry fodder for his beasts and
mulberry-leaves for his silk-worms. He then sought another
teacher with whom to study the Kdfiya of Ibnu'l-Hajib,
and found an imposing personage dressed in
white with an enormous turban " like a small
cupola," who, however, was unable to answer his
questions. "If you don't know enough grammar to answer
these questions, why do you wear this great load on your
head ? " enquired the boy; whereupon the audience laughed,
and the teacher rose up ashamed and departed. " This led
me to exert myself to master the paradigms of grammar,"
says the writer; "but I now ask pardon of God for my
question to that believing man, while thanking Him that
this incident happened before I had attained maturity and
become fully responsible for my actions."

After pursuing his studies with various other masters, he
obtained his father's permission to follow his elder brother
to Huwayza. The journey thither by boat
through narrow channels amongst the weeds,
tormented by mosquitoes "as large as wasps"
and with only the milk of buffaloes to assuage
his hunger, gave him his first taste of the discomforts of
travel to a poor student. In return for instruction in Jdmf s
and Joirbardfs commentaries and the Shdfiya> his teacher
exacted from him " much service," making him and his
fellow-students collect stones for a house which he wished
to build, and bring fish and other victuals for him from the
neighbouring town. He would not allow them to copy his
lecture-notes, but they used to purloin them when oppor-
tunity arose and transcribe them. " Such was his way with
us/' says the writer, " yet withal we were well satisfied to
serve him, so that we might derive benefit from his holy
breaths/'

He attended the college daily till noon for instruction and
discussion, and on returning to his lodging was so hungry